abStract. A previously misidentified species of Odontoglossum (Orchidaceae, Oncidiinae), from the botanically well explored western slopes of mount Pichincha in Ecuador is described and illustrated, and compared with similar species. The new species is most similar to O. cristatum, but differs in a larger plant habit with larger flowers that present a longer and straighter column with bifurcate wings, versus a more slender and more curved column with triangular, falcate column wings of O. cristatum.
The genus Odontoglossum Kunth, (treated by some authors as Oncidium) consists of some of the most stunningly beautiful orchids that exist, and that have appealed to, and mesmerized not only orchid people around the world for almost two centuries. Odontoglossum species are also some of the most difficult to define taxonomically due to a variety of reasons. Their' impressive natural variation and floral plasticity may be the very reason why they are so attractive to growers but also turn taxonomy into a serious befuddlement. The species described here has been known to orchid collectors and growers for a long time but hiding under a different name, "Odontoglossum cristatum" (e.g. Bockemühl 1989: 56-58) . Although our new species resembles the true O. cristatum Lindl., and a couple of other similar species in several aspects, it can be distinguished by a unique combination of features. Each feature may be shared by one or several other species but not in the same combination. Dalström, sp. nov. TYPE: Ecuador. Pichincha: Near Tandapi, at 1800 m, Oct. 1982 . Fig. 1,, 2 , 3C, 2C1.
Odontoglossum furcatum
DiagnoSiS: Odontoglossum furcatum is most similar to O. cristatum Lindl. (Fig. 3A, 3A1, 4) , which occurs further to the south in Ecuador, near the towns of Zaruma and Paccha at a similarly low elevation (1200-1500 m), but differs in a larger plant habit with larger flowers that present a longer and straighter column with the typical bifurcated wings, versus a more slender and more curved column with triangular, shark-fin shaped, falcate column wings of O. cristatum. Odontoglossum hallii Lindl. (Fig 3D, 3D1, 5 ), has similar bifurcate column wings but occurs at much higher elevations, generally around 2800-3200 m, and exhibits larger flowers with a much broader, often pandurate, deeply lacerate lip. Odontoglossum cristatellum Rchb.f. (Fig.  3B, 3B1, 6 ), also exists at a higher elevation, generally between 2500-3000 m, and has a shorter and stouter column with broad, usually rectangular wings.
Epiphytic herb. Pseudobulbs caespitose, ancipitous, slightly compressed, glossy, ovoid, bifoliate, ca. 7.0 × 2.5-3.0 cm, surrounded basally by 7 to 9 distichous sheaths, the uppermost foliaceous. Leaves subpetiolate, conduplicate, narrowly obovate to elliptic, acuminate, 20.0-28.0 × 1.8-2.0 cm. Inflorescences axillary from the base of the uppermost sheaths, suberect and arching to subpendent, to ca. 45 cm long, weakly flexuous to almost straight, to ca. 10 flowered racemes. DiStribution: Northwestern slopes of the Andes in Ecuador, at 1500-2300 m.
etymology: The name refers to the furcated (forked) column wings.
The earliest examined documentation of Odontoglossum furcatum is a nineteenth century collection by William Jameson from the "Andes of Quito", deposited at Kew. It shows a compact plant with a short inflorescence carrying two flowers and one bud, mounted between two specimens of O. hallii. This O. furcatum specimen was determined as "Odontoglossum cristatum" by Bockemühl in 1985. Indeed, these two species are closely related and resemble each other in several ways. The type of O. cristatum was collected by Theodore Hartweg in southern Ecuador near the town of Paccha, perhaps contemporary with the Jameson collection, and it has been observed in recent years by Dalström, growing at 1200-1500 m, an uncommonly 
